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YOU CAN KEEP YOUR LCAP ON 


A new campaign to improve the Jot 
of homeless people in London has 
been gathering steam after it was 
launched by the London Coalition 
Against Poverty (LCAP). 

The group^ which was set up in 
August as a means of providing 
support to people who are nor getting 
their legal rights through taking on 
‘direct action casework', identified 
homelessness as a growing problem in 
the capitol as resources are stripped 
away from shelter provision. 

Matt, a volunteer for LCAP, spoke 
to Freedom in a personal capacity 
about the group and campaign. He 
said: “Some people we know who are 
in ad vice work in the area tipped us 
off about ‘gatekeeping*. 

“This is where the workers in the 
office, tell people who are legally 
en rifled to help with housing or 
emecg/cncy accommtwiaiion thai they 
*can’t help them right now* or prevent 
thein from making a homelessness 
application and instead redirect them 
to the council housing list - a joke 
considering people can be on it for 
years! 

“Sometimes they simply tell people 
who may well be sleeping rough to 
come back for an appointment in a 
week's time - even though they meet 
at least three of the five tests of 
homelessness and are therefore entitled 
to emergency accommodation there 
and then. 

“This has been going on for years 
and given the lack of investment in 
any form of social housing, and the 
destruction of council housing is only 
going to get worse. Who is 
responsible? Well obviously we blame 
capital!” 

Practical work has centred around 
Hackney where LCAP started out, as a 
project incorporating Haringey 
Solidarity Group, Solidarity Federation 




Four homeless polar bears appeared before Bristol Magistrates Court on i4th November, arrested after 
blockading the Royal Bank of Scotland corporate offices on Avon Street * Bristol as part of the national 
day of local action on 15th October called by Rising Tide to highlight the role of the Royal Bank of 
Scotland in financing the oil and gas industry resulting In climate chaos throughout the vworld. Polar bears 
and millions of people are being displaced from their homes by climate related degradation of the 
environment. The bears pleaded guilty to charges of 'wilfully obstructing the public highway with a non 
motor vehicle' (i.e. a suitcase) and were given a conditional discharge and each told to pay 


members, the Advisory Service for 
Squatters, Hackney Independent, IWW 
members and supportive workers from 
CABs and law centres who believe 
direct action needs to back up peoples* 
legal rights to make them effective. 

Matt added: *‘We are putting 
pressure on the individual housing 
workers to do what their job says they 
are supposed to, but of course they are 
under pressure from their 
management, who are under pressure 
from Hackney Gouneii - so we are 
targetting the council and it’s cabinet. 

“They do have the power to 
improve things, at the end of the day 
we don't blame the housing workers 
themselves, it's the council that makes 
policy and we are expanding the 
campaign with the knowledge we have 
gained through our casework to target 
rhe cou/icil itselF 

“We've akeady disrupted one 
meeting with a hallowcen trick or treat 
themed picket attended by over fifty 
people and we will be going down that 
route more and more." 

Other cases taken on so far have 
included work around debt and bailiff 
problems in Haringey and even taking 
on loan shark shops. 

The idea was brought over from 
North America, where the Ontario 
Coalition Against Poverty has had 
huge success in reversing years of 
difficulty in making the state adhere to 
its responsibilities. 

LCAP has already built up a sizeable 
number of contacts, with over 100 
people on a database of potential 
helpers, including professional law, 
benefits, housing and employment 
personnel, but arc looking for more 
help. 

While LCAP as an initiative has 
been organised by anarchists, and is 
being run on libertarian class struggle 
lines, it aimed at as wide a sector of 


the population as possible and 
includes members with a broad range 
of politics. 

It is also looking to work with 
workplace organisers, with a sub 


group planning a possible ‘know your 
rights' seminar with SolFed and the 
IWW. 

To get in touch, email LCAP at 
Ion doncoa I i ti onagains tpoveny @gma il. 


com, or call 079J2 241 737. Help is 
required both from skilled workers 
and general hands - free training days 
are run for people wanting to get 
involved. 


TAKING STOCK, MOVING FORWARD 


T oday the British anarchist 
movement is in better position 
than it has been for many a year. 
All the national fcderarlons - antifa, 
Anarchist Federation, Class War and 
Sol Fed repon growing membership. 
Anarchists are a strong presence in the 


xsati 0016-0504 



resurgent UK IWW The ABC has 
reappeared. Local community groups 
arc popping up all over the country. 
Where 1 live, in cast Kent there is an 
active anarchist group for the first 
time for over twenty years. More and 
more social centres, anarchist student 
groups and autonomous spaces like 
Common Ground in Reading are 
springing up. 

Established networks like the 
Northern Anarchist Network arc 
seeing new people coming to meetings. 
This year’s Mayday march in London 
saw probably the biggest anarchist 
presence for a long time. Black Flag 
magax:ine has reappeared, along with 
new magazines like Mayday, freedom 


is stronger and better than it has been 
for a long time under rhe current 
collective. There were a record number 
of stalls at this year's London 
Anarchist llookfair. There were more 
xneetings than ever too. The number of 
‘serious' btioks about anarchism from 
academic publishers are others grows 
and, of course, anarchism has a strong 
presence on rhe internet. Libcom, for 
example, has over 2,500 registered 
users. Campaigns influenced by 
anarchist ideology and organisational 
thinking, from animal liberation to 
green campaigns continue to make 
their presence felt. 

Ihe relative strength of the anarchist 
milieu comes at the time when the 


British authoritarian left is, once 
again, in crisis. Respect has, 
predictably, ended in tears with the 
SWF and George Galloway falling out 
(it's like Trotsky and Stalin all over 
again). The numerous and never 
ctiding attempts to create a nevv 
‘workers party' whether through the 
Socialist Alliance (which limps on) or 
rhe Weekly Worker led Campaign for 
a Marxist Farty remain the fantasy of 
a handful of Lenin wannabes. Even 
where the left gets it together as they 
did in Scotland with the SSP it all goes 
horribly wrong. The weakness of the 
authoritarian left is no surprise to us - 
anarchist.s from Bakunin onwards have 
long pointed out the inherent 


problems with such ‘red bourgeois* 
projects. 

The social democratic left in the 
Labour Parry and (with a few 
exceptions) the reformist unions 
remain impotent and irrelevant to 
working people. 

What is interesting about the recent 
growth in the anarchist movement is 
chat there has nor been an obvious 
single reason for it. In the past large 
scale aaivistn like the anti road or 
anti globalisation campaigns of the 
1990s or the anarcho-punk scene in 
the early ‘80s specifically introduced 
people to anarchists and anarchist 
ideas. There is nothing equivalent to 
this now. 
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Home and away 


Emissions Trading Summit 
disrupted 

London Risrog Tide hn\'^ interrupted 
delegates at i±ie Aviation Emissions 
Trading Summit, held at Selfridges 
Hotel central London. They intemipted 
proceedings ^viih an impromptu speech 
aiKl presentadonu of a box of atmosphere. 
Free shares for pre Emissions Trading 
Scheme atmosphere were also given 
out to each delegate at the conference. 

Protesters London Rising Tide 
were at the conference today to high¬ 
light the huge risk of accelerated dimate 
chang:e through flights. 

This scheme vnW allow the industry 
to daim environmental credentials when 
in fact stopping airport e.'qjansion and 
redudr^ Rights is what is required The 
feet that these permits will be auctioned 
at a bargain price will further add to 
the lack of impact that this scheme 
will have on the aviation industry. 

ETS is an easy way for the super- 
polltrring aviation indusen^ to cover 
themsdves with greenwash. 

The back of foe shares to foe 
atmosphere read * Wc hereby grant 
you foe i^t CO make great personal 
profit from foe destruction of the 
human race of which you are a part 
and feom whose existence and mis- 
fomme you have benejSted gteady. 

* We grant you foe right to own foe 
aff foat w’e breafoe and to fill it with 
cardnogens and greenhouse gases, 

“E^our govemment does not subddisc 
you with a sufficient volume of foe air 
in which to store your pollutantSH we 

Jess fommarc peoples, to evict them 
finom their homes and to replace them 
wifo nxmocidtuie plantations of 
eucalyptus and mango. We grant you 
foe good fortune to be too busy 
making money to find ournbout foe 
ccKscqoences of your actions for your 
fellow human bciungs. 

'^c grant you foe right to avoid at 
all costs foe in vestment of your hard- 
earned money into technologies free 
from fossi] fuels. We recommend you 
spend lavishly to lolfoy govemment and 
do IKK get ahead of foe game and out- 
«nan your p«ts instead by developing 
safe, carbon-free methods of transport. 

“May you forever onntmue to blame 
your peers, your sharfooldcrt, foe 
passengers, for foe dedsaons you play 
your part in enacting. May you never 
think to reduce your flights, to take a 
positive action* to play your part m 
a verdng disaster for yonr fellow bdngs- 
‘'Caihoo Trading, >fot a way to ^dde 
climate change.* 

Israeli settlemerrts for sale 

Israeli companiw are using UK property 
shows TO sell bousing in illegal Jewish 
settlements m foe occupied West Bank, 
At foe brad Troperry Exhibition at 
Brent Town Hall in Norfo Lcmdon, one 
company, Anglo-Saxon R/goI Estate, was 
offering for sale properties in Maak 
Adumim and Maccabtm. Both West 
Bank setriements lie on the PaSestmian 
side of the so-called green Jiae, foe 
prc-J%7 boundary and often cited as 
foe border between Israel and a future 
Palestinfen state. 

The Israeli prime minisTer* Ehud 
Ohnect* and hb Pal^nian counter- 
part, Mahmoud Abbas* arc expected 
to meet before foe end of foe year in 
Annapolis, m foe US, for peace talks 
foat have the baddng of foe UK 
govenunent, 

Abbas has dcimnded foe Isradis 
hafe aH seGfement activitv and that foe 


Around the world 


BOLIVIA: Thousands of Bolivian 
farmers declared themselves in a state 
of emergency to save the rights granted 
to them under the new consritucion. 
They have surrounded the Constituent 
Assembly in Sucre, to protea it from 
organised opposition gangs working 
for Bolivia's elites. 

The new constitution is aimed at 
enshrining the rights of foe country's 
indigenous majority and has been 
prefaced by a rejection of the US 
sponsored War on Drugs and foe 
nationalisation of key hydrocarbon 
reserves. The MAS {Mov'ement towards 
Socialism) headed up by Evo Morales 
is fedng off against US-backed local 
elites in a conflict which may prove a 
taming point b Latin American history 
While the majority of Bolivians have 
been, struggling to boot out the neoliberal 
models of development, foe busu^ elites 
have not been idly sitting by watching 
foeir investment portfolios shrink. Where 
staged protests and political violence 
haven't worked, opposition politicians 
have even gone on strike - and now foe 
richest part of foe country is foreatenii^ 
to declare independence! 

The top 10% of foe population own 
almost half foe wealth, whilst 65% of 
people wallow below the poverty line. 
One lifelme for farmers was foe growing 
of coca^i a milleimia-old with 
significant cultural significance. Since 
foe 1970s the US has continually 
stepped up its eradication programme, 
entrenching millions in poverty, stopping 
foem from fajmting foe one plant to 
provide a liveable income. But every 


time the US poured Monsanto-made 
chemicals over foe plants, more growers 
joined foe resistance. 

The cocaleros (coca growers) formed 
a loose federation of activists headed 
up by Evo Morales. They most Famously 
clashed with the authorities in foe city 
of Cochabamba, joining other groups 
to successfully fight off a disastrous 
water privatisation plan. In December 
2005 Morales became foe countiy’s first 
indigenous president, stepping into foe 
parliament building (which would have 
be^ illegal not so long ago), with a 
radical programme of reform foat sent 
a shudder through many a Wail Street 
boardroom. 

Morales and his Movement for foe 
Advancement of Socialism (MAS) came 
to power on foe back of a popular 
rebellion against neoliberalism. It 
promises to wrestle back control of the 
country's resources, enshrine foe 
constitutional rights of foe indigenous 
people (80% of Bolivia's population), 
give more autonomy to local communi¬ 
ties and legalise coca production. 

More info at boliviainfofonjm.org.uh 

THE NETHERLANDS: Dutch police 
have arrested a teenager who stole 
£2,500 worth of virtual furniture from 
ail online hotel. 

Aufoofirics said in what was the 
first case of its kind foe 17 year old 
was arrested after playmg Habbo 
Hotel - an international game and 
online Community with an estimated 
seven mtllion members. 

Habbo Hotel an online community 


Prison news 






The prison system is in a “critical 
situation* and there must be a debate 
on linking senteiicmg to the resources 
avaiiabie for punishing offenders foe 
most senior judge m England and 
Wales, foe lord chief j ustice, has said. 

Lord Phillips said recent legislation 
meant longer pr^n sentences were 
bring passed but it was unclear to him 
foat the consequences were intended. 

It was even less clear that foe conse¬ 
quences were cakukted and dcUbcmtely 
incurred as giving sound value for 
money. He said foat Parliament must 
uke into consideration the impaa of 
law and order legislation on the money 
needed for prisons. 

“If you decide to lock up one man 
for a minimum term of 30 years, you 
are investing £J m or more in punishing 
him** the lord chief justice said, “That 
sum could pay for quite a few surgicaL 
operations or for a lot of remedial 
training in some foe schools where 
the staff are stmggling to cope with the 
problems of trying to teach cbildren 
who cannot even understand English** 

Britain could simply build more 
prisons, like foe state of Odifomia, 
where foe cost of keeping people in 
prison has recently exceeded the state*s 
higher education budget, or it <x>uid 
debare finding some way of Unking the 
sentencing firamework to the resources 
available, he said. 

But he told poUtidans; “Such a debate 
vriH foe of oo avails indeed k wiD ptobabfy 


not be a possibility, unlm those taking 
part are prepared to. put to one side foe 
opportunities that this subject always 
provides for scoring political points and 
CO consider, objectively, what is in foe 
best interests of our society.'' 

Senior British judges have been 
looking at foe experience of some US 
states which, unJake California, have 
sentencing commissions. These use 
computer modelling to link resources 
to sentencing and have succeeded in 
shifting funds to community rehabilita- 
tion without endangering public safety. 

The states with sentencing com¬ 
missions look at proposed sentencing 
changes and work out by computer 
simulation how they would affect the 
numbers in prison. Most states have 
reduced ovcml) crime rates by increasing 
sentences for the most dangerous 
offenders and expanding options for 
community-based sentences for low- 
level crimes. 

Delivering a lecture for the Howard 
League for Penal Reform at foe offices 
of the law firm Clifford Chance in foe 
City* Phillips said prlstm numbers were 
projected to rise to 95*000 by 2014, 

“Wr are at present in a ctiticaJ 
situation*" he said* “The prisons are 
full to capacity* Frisoocre vrho go to 
court do not know whether they wifi 
return to foe same cdJ* or even the 
same priso n. 

In foe prisons, cells designed for one 
per^ foat mcLude a lavatory axe beii^ 


vrifo an cstimatied seven million members. 
The game, which has individual 
communities in 31 countries and a 
yearly turnover of £3 million, allows 
players to create virtual characters, or 
Habbos. These charaaers can take foeir 
own rooms in foe hotel, which they can 
foen decorate with their own furniture. 
The furniture is purchased with spedal 
Habbo credits but the credits are paid 
for with real money. 

The teenager had hacked into foe 
accounts of other Habbo community 
members and taken foeir furniture and 
put it in his own room. He has been 
charged with hacking and burglary. 

A spokesman for Sulake, foe company 
that operates Habbo Hotel, said: “The 
accused lured victims into handing over 
their Habbo passwords by creating 
fake Habbo websites. 

“In Habbo, as in many other virtual 
worlds, scamming for other people's 
personal information such as user 
names has been probJemtatic for quite 
a while. 

“^e have had much of this scammmg 
going on in many countries bur this is 
foe first case where foe police have 
taken legal action." 

SOUTH KOREA: Id Seoul, tens of 
foousands of workers and femiers 
clashed with a force of 23,000 riot 
police intent on preventing unauthorised 
political demonstrations in foe run up 
to foe December presidential elections. 
Protesters had pkrmed to march on 
foe US embassy to show opposition to 
a neo-liberal free-nrade agreement 


used by two, but prisons are still being 
forced literally to close foeir doors to 
any further admissions* 

“Prisoners axe being driven around 
for hours on end in a desperate search 
for a pr^n that can squeeze them in. 
As often as not 200 or 300 are spending 
foe night in police or court ceUs. We 
simply caujciot go on like this," 

He added: “Tbe scale of sentences is 
now largely determined by parliament* 
Where within that scale foe facts of a 
particular offence faJ.1 is the judge s 
task. 

“Parliament should, w-hen altering 
that scale, have regard to the resource 
implications of foe changes foat are 
proposed." 

He said the debate should consider 
“the extent to which resources should 
be devoted to funding not merely 
imprisonmenT, but the other types of 
setiteiKX now avaibblc to foe courts, 
wbkh aim both to purtish and to 
rehabilitate so as to prevent 
reoffcndiing** 

The shadow justice secretary, Nick 
Herbert, said foe commeiits by Phillips 
were further evidence foat foe 
goveinment had failed to provide 
sufficient prison places to march 
demand* 

“The lord chief justice is quite right 
to say foat when the sentencing finame- 
work is sec. foe impact on foe prison 
population must be properly taken 
into account * he saidL This has 


between the two countries that was 
Signed last June but has yet to be signed 
into law by foe US Congress* 

Demonstrators were also calling for 
South Korean troops to withdraw hum 
the US-led conflias in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Workers and environiiiental 
advocates have consistently opposed 
free-trade groups saying that they drive 
wages down and eliminate hard fought 
worker and environmental protections 
as barriers to trade. 

Many of the protesters who found 
foeir march route blocked by hundreds 
of riot police and 600 buses u^ long 
sticks and stones to take foeir fiustTatkms 
out on foe poEce and foeir buses. 
Police sources said that some 100 
protesters were arrested and that more 
than 10 riot police and some 50 
demonstrators were injured. 

SPAIN: Barcelona Police attempts to 
disperse an anti-fesdst sparked rioting, 
numerous acts of vand a li s m as well as 
violence against foe poEce foemseives. 
Saturday 17fo Novembers demonstra¬ 
tion had been called to honour foe 
memory of 16-yeax-oId anti-fasdst 
activist Carlos Jarier wfoo was fatally 
stabbed by an off duty soldier and 
neo-Nazi in Madrid last week. 

Rioters lit garbage bins on fire and 
artadkedjt^foeadguarters of the 
re^onal 

Similar demonstrations were also held 
in foe capital and also ended in violence. 
In Barcelona ten police ofocers were 
injured and seven protesters were 
arresred. 


simply not happened in the last decade 
and we are now paying foe price, wifo 
grossly overcrowded prisons that do 
not rehabilitate offenders, rising re^ 
conviction rates and panic early- 
release measures*" 

Hie justice sccretarv\ Jack Straw, 
said: “I welcome this signiScanr 
speefo by the lord chief justice. It 
makes an important contribution to a 
matter of great public interest,* 
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News 


Preserving disorder 


The freedom to protest and the future of SOCPA, the law which 
currently restricts demonstrations near Parliament 


tdc 

ifh 


T he Home Offkc hats recently 
published a consultation paper 
which hints at what was really 
meant by Cordon Brown's promise to 
look again at the law which restricts 
demonstrations near Parliament. Far 
from repealing this legislation, the 
consultation indicates that the govern' 
ment wants to extend the restrictions 
on demonstradons to cover the whole 
country. 

The current law on demortstradons 
around Parliament bans spontaneous 
protests, requiring demonstrators to 
swk advance permission from the police, 
which allows the police to impose 
arbitrary limits on numbers and 
effecrivdy act as political censors. 

Browns hollow promise 
when Gordon Brown took office m 
June, press briefings suggested that he 
would soon respond TO criticisms of 
die law on demonstrations near Parlia¬ 
ment. The media lapped this up and 
dufjfullv in formed readers that Browm 
lo «Tap the law that forbids 
protests ouisidc parliarnetit" (GrrtJrd/afll 
to “allow Iraq protests” Times h 
although others were understandably 
sceptical 

By the time Brown spoke to 
Parllamcfit on the 3rdi July, this had 
already tKcomc only a vague pledge. 

A dearer warning of whai lay ahead 
was buried m the grandly titled 
'Govemaoce of Britain' Green Paper, 
published the same day. Thb suggested 
that rcstoctions on protest would be 
subject 10 review “to reflect the 
sccvjttr Situation and allow the 
butinrcss of Parliamcjii to proceed 
uribmdered”. 


The origins of SOCPA 
The bw controlling demonstrations in 
Parliament Square, Sections 132-138 
of the Serious Organised Crime and 
Police Act 2005 (SOCPA), is modelled 
on the powers Introduced by the Public 
Order Act 1986 (POAl, particularly 
Sections U-12 which relate to all 
processions (c.g. marches) no maiter 
how small, requiring organisers to give 
advance notice to the police and 
allowing a wide range of conditions to 
be imposed. Section 14 of the Act deals 
with assemblies {e.g, static demonstra¬ 
tions and pickets) but these do not 
require advance norice and it allows 
only a limited set of conditions to be 
imposed. Originally conditions could 
only he imposed an a gathering of at 
least 20, but this was reduced by the 
Anri-social Bchaviout Act 2003 to a 
mere two people. Exactly what 
consri rules an assennbly i$ left up to the 
police, simibriy SOCPA does not 
define whar it means by demonstnirioii, 
exemplified by its use to prosecute a 
Parliament Square picnickct 

The SC€PA consultation 

The Green Paper eventually (on 2Stb 
October) led to the publication of a 
consuitadon document ostensibly 
concerned with 'Managing Protest 
Around Parliament' seeking the views 
of ■'campaigning nort-govemment 
organisatioiis; law enfojxtfment agendei; 
and those with specific business in and 
around Parliament Square", 

However, the first two heavily-loaded 
questions in the document have no 
relevance to Parliament Square designated 
area (since Section 14 of the POA dries 
not apply there): 



“Qi: The Government believes 
peaceful protest is a vital part of a 
democratic society, and that the police 
should have powers to manage public 
assemblies and processions to respond 
to the potential for disorder. Should the 
powers generally in relation to marches 
and assemblies be the same?" 

“QZ: Do you agree that the conditions 
that can be imposed on assemblies and 
marches should be harmonised.^" 

As outlined above, the powers on 
marches were already extended to 
assemblies near Parliament by SOCPA, 
because of its claimed ■special character', 
so now the exception will become the 
rule. The implicatiori of these proposals 


Taking stock, moving forward 


A narchism is standing tin its own 
feet. Hill II partly as a rcsuli of 
the long term growth m die 
njuvemem over the last ZO yeart. We 
now have solid fuundaiions to build 
on and an increasrng number of people 
are finding then way to us. Ihc dedme 
and hopeful dcsth of partiev like the 
SWP help. Anarchism has alto freed 
Itself of ihe dead wcigln id Marxiun. 

The anarchist movement though 
remains small. Including foe IWW 
ihere are less than 400 people in all 
the naiirniai feds. Most unarchiimk cllow 
nirt tej join any naiional urgaiiisatiuu. 
However a lack of organisatton and 
focus can create problems and feelings 
of isobnon. 

iVeedom newspaper's circubuoii, like 
most other anarchist publjcations, sale 
around 500. Such tales, do luit i hough 
represent bck of interest m the rmive 
ment's ideas but rather a lack of people 
who ore willmg to take publir;aiions in 
local shop* I hat might sell them ot to 
stuff papers into envelopes or flog them 
on demoi. While not as ^amorous os 
going on an action, gening^narcbisi 


ixkos our to people is importani and 
quite often that means sticking stamps 
onto envelopcf. Tlicre arc d lot of 
anarchisu tn I joiidoii yet Freedom 
sirugidcs to get people to help with 
disiribution. If we are senout about 
iJu; inovenient glowing, ihcn making 
*urr that It'* main and only regular 
paper gor* out on time leriiift a preity 
hasiL thing we simuld lie making sure 
happens. Why if II that tlie movement 
doesn't rnaiiagr tins, given tlie almnii 
tiniveml praise for the pa[}er^ 

Gutside of l.onili>n aiiarchistt acfo** 
the Laiifitry ore si.altered- the eight of 
m wlwj make up tile hast Kciii Aiuio.liist 
(iruup, foi example, arc spread over 
six diffrrrin lown*. It emdd lie debated 
whet her the terni 'ariarcbni movement’ 
in even justified given the diversity m 
ihmknig and ai.iiun |uf in u imiubej' of 
tases) inaction ol those who descrllie 
focmsrlves as ^uarchiifh. Wc need to 
find more way* of geihng lugcther and 
luppurtmg each other. Wc thouldn't be 
creacmg 'froin' organisatiuini- A* one 
anub comrade told me recently, "one 
ofjthe good a hour anarchists is rhat we 


arc honcsE. We don't hullshtt about the 
state of things at try m fool people into 
fouling us." Wc should though he look- 
mg at causes that can unite us and the 
concerns of ordinary people. Working 
Within our coinriumiiics is important 
but to it hiiving a natlomil prciiencc. 

Anarchism is strong m Bn rum. It could 
he sririfiger t he need lor a revolution- 
ary ■iberri.itivc to capitaliBin is us great 
ai n ever was, maybe gteuicr. The rich 
arc fJtlicr ilian ever. Uie gap lietweeii liic 
well oti and pixir is bigger than Victomn 
Hines. Working chiSN fieoplc have fewer 
rduLaiitm iqqmriunltirs, end up in sliM 
johs, liave piorcr health and die younger 
Ehan I he middle nod upper classes. 
Gluhally capttaliiini i* destroying the 
planet. 

More than anjriluiig wc need to dehuu* 
the way ahead. How do wc hiiild the 
movenuntf I low do wc raise the protilc 
of anarchum? Should wc be in hicaJ 
group* Of tneiiihcrs of mitianal Icdera 
rmiife ur boih? Should wc org.inise 
national catiipaigiiB or demiMuiraUoiu? 
How or Bhouief wc work with other 
mm anarchrst groupii? RPG 


is that any public gathering, anywhere 
could be criminalised at the sole 
discretion of any passing policeman 
unless it had obtained advance 
peirnissiDn. 

What the police want 

The police have long regarded public 
protest part of a ‘spectrum of dis¬ 
order' which they define as: “Disorder 
includes any act that is contrary to the 
general public's perception of normaJity. 
Disorder has the potenrial adversely to 
affca the status quo and is almost 
always a predictor of future crime." 

The Labour government avoids talk 
of 'disorder' which suggests a lack of 
control and prefers to refer to 'anti¬ 
social behaviour' which blames the 
individual, but the underlying assump¬ 
tions art the same. Alt of their ’antb 
social behaviour' laws are based on 
!secdt>n 5 of the Public Order Act, which 
criminalised 'disorderly conduct', defined 
at the discretion of the police, so it is 
no surprise that the police have applied 
the full range of bnu-social behaviour' 
powers to protesters includitig dispenal 
iones, ikrnandmg names and addresM'^, 
titjunctions (blHVHeathrow), v\SHOs, 
and .ilcohol-related crime orders. 

Tlie sot I'A bw w as promuted to 
parluunem a* a mean* to rid them ol 
Brian Haw's Bathament Square vigil, 
and much <if the .suhseqiicm media 
covcTaRr. Koth mairtstreaiii and aherna- 
live, hki* concentrated on huw it affects 
him and his siipportej^. Nothing m ihe 
Act n*el1 would actually allow the 
police to prevent linii I'enuiinnig in fact, 
since he applied for police pemnsMiin he 
serves as un eaiy example of ihe govern- 
nient's dainied lolctancc of protest. 

file tHilice's deNut* for the SOGPA law 
II more clearly rooted m mher more 
volatile events mcluding the *Day X' 
Kchoolkid*' protests at the Isegirming of 
the 2003 Iraq invai^ion, and most 
ohvmualy I he Sepiemlicr 2004 Country¬ 
side Alliance pro-hunrine demo, which 
ciioiied them much crtticistii, noi because 


the taaics were exccprionaSly harsh - 
the Square was eventually dcared fhar 
evening by police who were firdcred not 
to carry batons — but because those on 
the receiving end of police violence were 
'respccrabtc* people in foe eyes of the 
press, so they felt they nred for a different 
approach focussing more on control and 
less on reaccion, SOCPA is explicitly 
referenced in the November 2006 IPCC 
report on that demonstration. 

The Metropolitan Police's subsequent 
Public Order Review published this 
April announced that they were seeking 
“new legislation intr<xlucing powers to 
take pre-emptive action to prevent 
con frontal ton”. 

While much has been done by Mark 
Thomas and others to publicise the 
SOCPA restrictions in a variety of 
ways the p>olice have faced little direct 
opposition or defiance, and have 
begun to act as though SOCPA already 
applies everywhere, such as in recent 
protests at the Mexican embassy, 
t'anary Wharf, and on Class War's 
Bash the Rich demo. 

Their law 

'STiai recent right to protest cases, and 
every bw restricting protesis since ihe 
POA have m conuiion ts the false 
claim that they arc a reasonable and 
rational res^vonsc to difficult situations 
in which the iVeedtmi to protest has to 
he baLusted against the protection of 
the 'wider comiiiuiuty'. This as-vumes 
from the ouiwt font what people 
lielieve ccmstitutes their fundamental 
rights, such as political demonstration 
or picketing, are mhcrently against the 
interests of foe wider community. It ia 
with this assumed logic that our 
suppojicd rights arc conmined and 
suppressed, 

A puDlIc mHciing challen0ngtlie 
proposal will be held m Room H102 at the 
London Schoof of Economics, Coafieughi 
House. London, on Sunday 2nd December 
from IjH unUI 4M 






















News 


French strikes 

Hundreds of thousands more joined the transport and enei^ 
strikes last week over pensions and pay 



H undreds of thousands of health 
workers, civil scr^-ants, printers 
postal workers and air traffic 
controllers joined transport and energy^ 
strikes last week over pensions and 
pay. 

Thousands joined street protests in 
Pans, Rouen, Strasbourg, Marseille, 
Grenoble, Lvon and other erties* The 
24'hoiir strike left many schools closed, 
hospitals providing a reduced sendee 
and newsagents without newspapers. 
The French capital’s two airports and 
Marseille airpon in the south suffered 
delays and cancellations, 

French energ\‘ workers, who began a 
third l^-hour strike on the Monday 
night, have cm nearly 9% of capadn' 
it nuclear plants, union officials said. 
Rail and bus workers are on their 
seventh day of an indefinite stoppage 
a gains t planned pension cuts. 

Finance Minister Christine Lagarde 
said the dispute was costing France up 
to 400m euros (£290m) a day. 

Half of the country^’s high-speed TGV 
trams were operating on Tuesday, while 
in Pam only cme metro train in three 
was in service and less than half of 
buses were expected to run. State rail 
operator SNCF, which is due to hold 
talks with transpon unions on 
Wednesday, says the number of its 
workers on sertke had fallen since last 
week. But with traffic gridlock on the 
capital's roads on Tuesday morning, 
the stoppage still caused havoc for 
commuters, 

Opinion pK>lls suggest voters back 
the French leader's pbns to reform 
'special* pensions which allow 
transport and uohry workers to retire 


T he largest category of refugees 
worldwide is now that of 
'environmental refugees* - people 
displaced by fire, fiotKl, earthquake, 
cyclone, hurricane^ desertification and 
other effects of ecological unbalance 
caused by the rich and powerful, 
iTeeduiw has rcptirted on the 
increasing nunil'irr of natural disasters 
affecting the United States; most 
recentJy the recent anempt by bFMA 
I the Kedtral Kmergency Management 
Agency; ffic rough equivalent of the 
UK*s Cabinet Office Bnefing Rooms, 
COBRA 1 to pass off an event with 
fake questions and fake reporters 
(FEMA staff I as a 'press Lonfercnce*. 

Such a respond has to be taken in 
conjunenon with what Naomi Klein 
calls the 'Shock Doctrine* and 
'Disaster Capitalism'. These are plans 
in w^hich not only allow the richest 
members of society to survive m times 
of 'unrest*, 'disturbance*, 'not* or 
physical disruption, but actually to 


early, but a majority sympathises with 
civil servant grievances. 

The education ministry said 40% of 
teachers had walked out but union 
officials said the figure was more like 
60%. 

Eight unions representing 5.2 million 
state employees - around a quarter of 
the entire workforce - say their spending 
power has fallen 6% since 2000, though 
the government disputes that figure. 

They also oppose plans ro cut 23,000 
jobs in 2008, half in education. 

Students are continuing to block 
access ro campus buildings in half of 
the country’s 85 universities. 

They have been protesting since the 
start of November over plans ro let 
faculties pursue non-govermnent 
funding. 

Prime Minister Francois FiQon said 
on Monday the government was ready 
to talk with unions but insisted it 
would nor budge on plans to overhaul 
the French economy. 

Meanwhile, the main daily newspapers 
were not available in shops as printing 
workers struck against planned job 
cuts. 

Students from lyc^s in Perpignan, 
Paris and Nantes have mounted 
protests and there are repons of 
strikes. In Lyon the occupied campus 
is holding a coordination meeting 
today for school students wishing to 
organise AGs and strikes. 

The keyword in current French 
poliocs is reform. Both presidential 
candidates claimed that France needs 
to modernise to be able to complete 
on a global level. Surveys showed that 
most voters identified both Royal and 


capitalise on it. As in Iraq, New 
Orleans and Sri l.anka, for example, 
there is a govermtieiit-backed 
corporate swemp^tn to impose (Chicago 
Sclu^olnityle, ecunoiiiic changes on a 
dazed population m the mcercsts of the 
^bte. Massive upheaval and diivasfcrs 
are increasingly being planned for and 
even creaicd in order lo iysteniatically 
profit from ihe vulnerability of those 
txpeneiicing and/or displaced by such 
changes. 

An example of this on a smaller 
scale emerged during the wildfires 
which devasiated huge areas of 
Southern C.ahfornia m October, rhcrc 
11 a rapidly growing industry iiiuving 
in on the einergcficy managcmeni 
field, which has hisiorically been 
reserved for the state. Most of us are 
distrustful of state agencies; but we 
probably recognise that centrally co* 
ordinated response to disaster is even 
less apprupnate when placed m the 
hands of profit-driven, privaie-secior 


Sarkozy as caniiiJats de la mpture^ 
meaning that they represented a break, 
a break from the traditions of working 
class militancy and France’s 
revohirionary and socialist past. 
However most voters did not feel that 
this rupture was what the country 


companies. But that is precisely what 
is happening in the United Stares. One 
of those last core functions - the 
management of our safer)' by fire¬ 
fighters, for example - is mm 
increasingly handled by for-profit 
firms Oil behalf of the rich and 
powerful. Analogously, n is to he 
remcnibercd that I here are now more 
tor-profit American mercenarieii in 
Iraq ifian state soldiers. 

After the fires had been put out, 
images in the media were quite 
common of a row of bunu homes 
With one - for no apparent reason - 
left stamiing. Of course th.it was often 
a trick of the terrain, or the wind. Bur 
such discrepancies can also 1^ 
explained by new' moves on the part of 
insurance compaiues tike AlG 
jAmerican Insurance Group). It has 
begun to offer privatised fire resp^mse 
-a VIE concierge service for $t*if,000 
a year (£10,1)00). 
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needed. Sarkozy and his government 
have decided to roll back every victory 
won by the working class since the 
second world war. The new Sarkozy 
government is launching attacks on 
vinually every front hitting workers, 
claimants and students across the 
board. 

The EDF, GDF and Rail-workers are 
at the forefront of the so-called 
'special regimes’ for pensions. Workers 
in certain industries retire on full 
pension earlier than others. Government 
propaganda presents rhis as pampered 
public sector workers being allowed to 
retire ten years earlier than those in 
the public sector. However most of this 
difference is explained by contrasting 
extreme examples of workers who 
have no gone into further education 
with those who have, as private sector 
workers fioly need four more years of 
conirtbuiiojis to qualify for a peiisnsn. 
lo add iiisuli lo uqiiry the rail-workers 
already pay higher sikliI security 
contributions, so they have actually 
paid for their pensions. 

In the university sector the FexTesse 
law is a direct attack on teachers and 
students. Supposedly aimed at giving 
utnversmcs 'autonomy' rhe aim is in 
fact to cut financial links and privatise 
the umverxities. The introduction of 
competition between universities will 
lead to the creation of a two-tier 
university system. The introduction of 
tuition fees and the cancelling of less 
'marketable* courses. On teacher said 


“this is not just a struggle for wages or 
conditions, we are fighting to defend 
our discipUne itself**. 

For all public sector workers Sarkozy 
will permit at most for half of retiring 
staff to be replaced (in some services 
this is one in three or less) In addition 
pay and conditions are also under 
further attack. Medical interns have 
already begun striking over measures 
to force them to work in certain parts 
of the country. 

On top of this Sarkozy is also trying 
to put an end to the 35-hour week. 
The country is polarised, with many 
low-earners thinking reforms will help 
them or simply jealous of others* better 
conditions. Sarkozy has deliberately 
provoked a massive coiiflicf with 
virtually every opponent passible. 
Attacking workers as greedy whilst 
awarding himsdf a 140% pay rise. 

7’he election of Sarkozy has made the 
private sector feel more comforrable in 
pressuring w'orkers, there have been 
strikes in several sectors over the last 
few months. Transport, gas and 
electricity workers have already begun 
strikes, students have begun to strike 
and bltjckadc universities and a 
massive public sector strike is due to 
begin. Many striking workers and 
students recognise the need to unite 
their struggles, calling for a general 
strike and trying lo bridge the division 
between private and public sector 
workers. 

Breaking news on Hbcom.on 


Disaster management 
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Feature 

The great beyond 

Brian Morris examines ‘post-structuralist’ anarchism and its 
major thinkers to see if it really is an answer 



Clockwise from top left: Jean BaudriHard, Richard Rorty, Glfles Deleuze, Jean-Frangors Lyotard, Pierre 
Bourdieu and Jacques Derrida: centre: Michel Foucault 

Jacques Derrida 


T here has been much talk I 
these da>"S, mosdv among 
academics, of so-called post- 
structuralist anarchs sitL It 
constmites, we are mfomwcL 
a "new wave* of anarchism 
which has completely 
rendered ‘obsolete' earlier forms of 
anarchism. 

Earlier class struggle anarchists arc 
thus dismissed as having focussed only 
on coercive state power, ignoring other 
forms of Oppression; as having an 
'essentialist", i.e, a narrow or fixed, 
conception of human subfcctiviiy^; and 
as having been concerned with 'being' 
not ‘becoiomg\ The quotes are from 
the pen of John Moore, Described as 
an iconoclastic ‘thinker' Moore happily 
combined the advocacy of neo- 
primiovism, tbe aristociatic individualism 
of Stimer and Nictaschc, and culrural 
poetics as a form of insurrection. But the 
above depiction of an earlier generation 
of anacebrsts is of course a complete 
misrepresentation of their ideas, and is 
almost a caricature of rcvoluiionary or 
social anarchism. 

An extremely parochial concept, 'post' 
structuralism' is mainly applied to the 
theories of a group of ditkt intellectuals 
who belong to what Marshall Berman 
described as the unprivileged French 
mandarin caste. Hie quesriem is: can 
any of these so-called posistrucniralists 
be fairly described as an 'anarchist’f 
Let's go through them one by one. 

Pierre Bourdieu. 

A fine sociolagisi Bourdieu was. I'm 
afraid , esscntLally an oldTashioned 
state iOciahsT. and was even an avid 
supporter of a Strong European state. 
This state, for fioiirdaeu, would curb fhr 
negative social iinpacts of a rampant 
neo-liberal capualism. Though an anti- 
eapitalist, Bourdieu was hardly an 
anatciusr. 

Michel Foucault 

Me has indeed been described as a 
neo-anarchmt. for lie wai centrally 
concerned with rhe various loons ol 
puwer that ran alongside, compte 
fiierited and supported coercive state 
power * forms be called bHiptJwcr, 
disciplinary' power, governmentality, 
past Ural power. Bui I'oucault had such 
a totalising cimcepiion of power that 
he tended to reduce ail knowledge jnd 
all sociaJ rebtiufis to patterns of 
dnminatiU'n* and he liad such an 
avcrsioiTi tovs'arda ihe human subjeci 
that ii ts difficult to conceive, a* John 
Zeruiji stressed, how any resistarLcc to 
power might emerge. 

Indeed Foouault dismissed anarchists 
« being rather ‘tiifantde' in ihcir hopes 
for a beticf world and in putting faith 
m human potential, l-le himself had a 
rathcf Hobbesaon view of human nature 
and was essentially a religiously- 
dlcttl trV 


hardly surprising then that Foucault 
had a fascination for Zen Buddhism 
and supported Ayatollah Khomcmi 
and reactionary Islamic clerics at rhe 
time of the Iranian revolution. 

He even excused their oppressive 
regime by implying that they bad a 
different 'regime of truth" to *our' 
own, thus denying the existence of any 
universal human values. You could 
defend fascism and chattel slavery on 
these grounds. 

Jean- Franqois Lyotard 

Both Todd May, who coined the 
phrase 'post structuralist anarchism", 
and Paul Tremlett (in the pages of 
Freedom} lauded the supposed radical 
politics of jean- Francois Lyotard. A 
disillusioned Marxist, it was Lyotard 
who defined postmodernism as a 
mood or perception that expressed an 
'incredulity' towards grand narratives. 
By which he cssetitiaJJy meani 
Marxism. This at a rime when the 
ideology of "neo-liberalism' was being 
foisted on the world by the agents of 
capitalism, and the grand narratives of 
religious fundamentalism were on the 
upsurge, influenced by the reactionary 
philosophies of Nietzsche and 
WittgensEcin, Lyotard ended his days 
dreaming of inicr-galactic travel and 
supporting the right-wing Giscard 
D'Esuing in the French presidential 
election. Hardly the actions of a 
committed anarchist? 

Jean Baudrillard 

Like both FoucauJi and Lyotard, Jean 
Baudrilkrd also eventually losr faith in 
any form of radical politics. Taking 
Marx’s idea of 'coimnodicy ferlEhism' 
to an absofuir and ridiculous extreme, 
he declared that any kind of rcvolu- 
tioiiary transformation of capitalist 
lodcry was now impossible, 

Wliy? Because it is no longer possible 
to inake any disrinctjon her ween the 
hyperreahty presented by the media 
end tJie real world. 

JVfiductiim, hr argued, no toogcr 
has any relevanci: - alt i% cunsuinpiion 
iirll ihai to pe<jplc wurking lu rlic 
sweat shops of Asia) and wc have to 
face ihe fad rhat rfiere Juis licen i lit 
"deniiie’' of IhjiIi srmiirucs and the 
rruiterial world. No kiddingJ 
The Ciulf War, IBaudnllard mfumird 
os 111 19^1), did Hot actually take 
place. Any thought aNmi changing the 
world ih ihereforc pure nusialgia and 
all wc can do u lu sit back and 
embrace capitalist etiniiimerism 
hoping tliai utir day st will impli>de. 
Such rank pessi nil hill and luhilisin nod 
Baudnilatd's scmiologicall idrahsm is a 
lung way from atiarchism. He died 
recemiy, and m response to an eJiiislve 
obiiuary I wrote to the YVmes Htghrt 
enquitiiiLg whether Baudrillord was a 
real per^>n or just a part of ilie 


Derrida has also been interpreted as a 
linguistic idealisr, in famously disclaring 
that there is "nothing beyond the text", 
although he was later to plead he had 
been completely “misunderstood". 

Such pleading, of course, completely 
undemiines bis own theory that words 
have no stable meaning and truth is 
not one of correspondence, 

Derrida’s earlier writings were 
criticised by me - and many others - as 
bemg completely divorced from politics, 
and Todd May admitted that have any 
clearly aiticulated political philosophy. 
Derrida responded to these criticisms 
by producing the esoteric text Spi^ctres 
of Miirx which essentially aimed to 
demonstrate bis concern far sixrijil justice 
and ihat his own theory of "deconstruc¬ 
tion' was really a form or update of 
Marxism. Ikvoid of course of any class 
analysis and completety ignoring 
Ikikunin^s critique of M.itx's nuihorirar- 
ian politics. Is Derrida an anarchisr? 

I lardly. t le's essciitially a radical liticrat 
demoL i'in, though a worrhy mie. 

Richard Roriy 

Ah a dull ring Ian of Dei ridii, the neo- 
pragmatist Richard Rorry has also licen 
dciK:rii>ed as .i post frtructuralisi philo¬ 
sopher. But he's hardly an aiiarchiat. 

By his own admission he's a hterary' 
dilettante, absurdly proclaiming the end 
of philosophy, and is an outspoken 
supporter of the American empire. 

01116 s Oeleuze 

Of all die postitructuraliit C^iHeti Ddmr^e 
ts perhaps the do&cst tii anarchist 
thought. Along with Foucault (they 
formed g mutual admiratio n_ 


promoting each other's w^ork) he is the 
key figure in Todd May's book on The 
FoUtkat FhHosophy of FosntrMctumlist 
AmrehtsffL Yet mteresringly Paul Patton's 
book on Deleuze's politics has no dis¬ 
cussion of anarchism at all, cither as a 
social movement or as a political tradition. 

Panon does however stress that 
Dcleuze is not a 'romantic anarchist" 
in that he does not hold that humans 
have an essential benign nature or that 
power is simply repressive - notions 
which Piitron misleadingly and ignonmdy 
foists upon sO“caMed 'classicar anar¬ 
chism. What Dcleuze dexfs, of course 
(which is typical of some academics} is 
to appropriate - filch - the anarchist 
critiques of the state, capitalism, repre¬ 
sentation, the vanguard party (Marxism), 
wnhoui any acknowledgcmenE, atid wrap 
these ideas up in ihe most scholastic and 
esoteric jargon - w-ritings that are 
virtu ally incomprehensihic to ordinary 
mortals. 

Even the well known philosopher 
Mario Biiiigi’, liinisclt a r^idicnl democrat, 
.idnutted rhai he could not in.ikc siense 
of r>deii7.e^ arcane pro«e. It is significant 
that Delcuze's most jKilirical wiirk A 
Ihomjittl P/iiiruns (co-authored wiih 
imoihcr radical dcmucrni Felix Cluatrari) 
makes no men nun at alt of anarchism. 

There in thus no mention, let alone 
any engagemem, with the writings of 
(for cx ample j Proudhon, Reel us, 
Kropotkin, Goldmau, Rocker, l.aiidauen 
Bonkchm, nor any discussion of 
anarcinsni us a polincat movement 
actively engaged in struggles for a 
better world. 

Gilles Deleuze, though a marerialist, 
is an old fashioned metaphysical 

flllilawiilwf w hoM of 


Hegel and Heidegger, are expressed in 
the mtJst obscure and inysd^ing jargon, 
which indicate a very mechanistic - 
macbinic - mind set. 

Radical social movements that oppose 
state power are thus 'war machines", 
social groups are ‘social machines' 
systems of ideas arc 'abstract machines' 
and humans as organic beings arc 
reduced to assemblages of 'desiring 
machines'. 

Capitalism is also a 'desiring machine'. 
Dclcuze's political outlook, chough 
difficult to define, is rather despairing: 
it attempts to obbte any form of human 
agency; offers linJc in the way of 
concrete proposals other than vague 
notions about 'smooth space' ‘rhizo- 
manes' 'de-tciritOfiaJisatkm' 'lines of 
flight' or aligning ourselves with some 
"nomadic war machines’; and Dcieure 
seems to insist that any kind of unity 
or organisation inevitably emails 
hierarchy or a state form. 

As Peter Ha 11 ward concludes; for 
those w'ho seek to change the world or 
empower its inhabitants Dclcuzc's 
esoreric and cliti.st philosophy has 
precious little to of!bi; even it one under¬ 
stands il, In bet, HalKvard interprets 
Dekuzc as a kind of conremplarive 
mystic - just like Dcleuzc's own pbito’ 
sopliicai heroes Spinoza and Bergson, 
neither of whom were anarchists. 
Deieuze's other inreHectual hero was 
Nictmdie who was of course, as 
Richard Wolin argues, not an anarchivt 
at all but a proto- fasost- 
One can but cododude that vety* few of 
the French postsrruciuraltst mandarins 
can really been embraced as anarchists. 
Hut they do appeal to buddmg academic 
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Anarchism 

Anarchists work towards a society of 
mutual aid and voluntan^ ccK>peration. 
Wc reject government, and all forms 
of exploitation and domination, 
1‘reedom Press is an independent 
anarchist publisher, founded in 1886, 
Besides this newspaper, which conies 
out evcri' tw'o weeks, we produce books 
on all aspects of anarchist theory and 
practice - see our website for a full list. 

In our building in East L.ondon we run 
Britain’s biggest anarchist bookshop 
and host the Autonomy Club meeting 
room and the Freedom Hack lab open- 
access IT space. 

Our aim is to explain anarchism 
more widely and to show that people 
can work together and use direct 
action to practically improve our lii^es 
and build a better world. 

Freedom^ editors wish to present a 
broad range of anarchist thought, and 
as such die views expressed in the paper 
are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the 
editorial collective. 

Angel Alley 

Things are moving at the Press as we 
have a nw Bookshop Co-ordinator 
who is do\n^ tacvaiastic work to 
ensure that Preedom Books remains 
an iconic feature of the mternationai 
anarchist landscape. Why not find 
time TO come down and check out the 
ever increasing range of titles on the 
shelves? 

The paper h perhaps (over)due for 
a bit of a shake-up and we will be 
experimenting with a new format in 
the new year. Now is the time to get 
in touch with us and let us know 
whai you want to seel Feel free to 
write, phone or email to tel! us whai 
you like, whai you don’t, and what 
could be done differently..* 

And it's chat time of year when so 
many of your suhscriptions come up 
for renewal, so if the address label on 
the envelope has the number 6823 
above your name, it means your 
subscription runs out with this issue, 
if it's 6824 it runs out with the next 
issue, it ifs 6901 it runs out with our 
first issue of 2008, and so on* You 
can renew by post: 'SubscTiptionsh 
Freedom Fress, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, London El 7QX, or online* 

Contact details 

Freedom Press, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, Ixmdon El 7QK 
Tel/fax: 020 7247 9249 
WWW* freedom press -org* uk 
h mfutn^st i n f o4pfreedo m press*org* uk 
(.j(ff/y/Ijet4cTSi cop>#frecdompress.org*uk 
Suhicnfftiom: su bs^freedompress .org. uk 
H(Hfkiintp: shop<i@p/reedompress.org.tik 
hreedi^ni PreAi Distrthutiorn 
d I SI roO¥*f rccdom press. org. u Ic 

Next issue 

The next issue will be dared 15th 
December 2007 and the last day to 
get copy to us for that issue will be 
Thursday 6th Deccmlier. Send an ides 
to us by email to copy<iPfrcedompress. 
org.uk or by post addressed ro The 
Editors, Freedom, 84b Wbitechapel 
High Sircct, London El 7QX. 


Anarchism and 
the World Bank 

lain McKay (Freedom, 17th November) 
appears to have misread my previous 
letter t3rd November). My suggestion 
was not that anarchist ideas have 
become standard World Bank practice 
but that the ideas of John Turner, a 
former Freedom contributor, who 
worked from an anarchist angle have. 
My source for this is Roben 
Neuwirth’s Shadow Cities. The Bank’s 
own views on the regulansation of 
squarred land [in order to bring it into 
the market economy) are easily 
available on their website. 

Obviously the World Bank does not 
promote anarchist ideas. What it does 
do rather w'dl is to co-opt radical and 
popular ideas and then twist them to 
its own agenda* 

My letter was meant to be an 
addition to *McKay’s article, noi a 
refutation of it. The point that I was 
attempting to highlight was the 
danger of ideas which stress 
autonomy from the state being used 
by the state /capital to further their 
own agendas* As Iain rightly points 
our the means to prevent this is an 
aggressive politicisation of 
autonomous action and a systemic 
critique of capitalism* 

Amicably, 

London Squatter 

Paranoia or 
efficiency? 

Recently my passport expired and I 
had reluctantly to head to the 
passport office for a renewal. On tny 
previous visit, some ten years ago, it 
was a matter of taking your place 
amidst lots of people and watching 
monitor screens waiting for your 
number to come up* 

This time however, it w'as somewhat 
different, 1 arrived and was 
confronted with an electronic glass 
door which didn’t open as 1 
approached* I stood there making 
movements in a Cbaplinesque fashion 
in the hope that it would respond and 
let me in, then I noticed a security guy 
on the inside pointing to the left of 
the door. What he was pointing at 
was a large burton which when 
pressed magically opened the glass 
doors, through these doors and 
heading to a second closed glass door 
only to be greeted my more 
gesticulations from another security 
guy on the inside indicating thac it 
was the other glass door on the left 


that I should go through. 

1 was now inside the citadel, and in 
the presence of two women security' 
guards behind a counter and three 
male security guards on my side of the 
counter* One of the women asked if I 
had any sharp objects, keys, knives, 
scissors etc* 

If so 1 was to put them in the little 
box plus any mobile phones, then 1 
was beckoned by a male security 
guard to walk through a scanner, once 
through i got my keys and mobile 
back, I didn’t have any knives, 
scissors or any ocher type of sharp 
objeas* 

What is this all in aid of? Are they 
expecting some terrorist, illegal 
immigrant, alien, undesirable or 
whatever they want to call them, to 
rush in with a knife, scissors or other 
sharp object demanding a passport? 

!f it is the suicide bomber that they 
are worried about, 1 have no doubt 
the said psycho would blow himself 
up as soon as the young woman asked 
him to hand over his keys, sharp 
objects, knives, scissor, mobile phone 
etc, at that point he is already in the 
building. Perhaps it is protecting the 
staff from assaults, if so then why not 
post offices, council offices, benefit 
offices, rail station ticket offices, 
chemists, schools, department stores 
etc? 

Perhaps they have these in mind 
somew'here down the line, along with 
the thousands of CCTV cameras on 
*ouri streets, plus a number tattooed 
on your forearm, a compulsory ID 
card covers as that, as you can’t go 
anywhere without it. 

This is obviously one of the many 
symptoms of an extremely paranoid 
governing class, part of an extremely 
efficient control system instiiling fear 
and obedience devised by the 
governing class or a combination of 
both. It has nothing to do with the 
wellbeing and safety of you and 1 on 
the street. 

This is the world that we seem to 
be blindly strolling into, a world of 
controlled movements, every 
excursion in to your town or city 
photographed as you make your way 
to the bus, the shops, the pub with 
armed police walking the streets* They 
will keep telling you that it is all for 
*your* protection, but you must realise 
it is for Their’ protection, they must 
know what you are up to, who is 
going on a protest, where and how, 
who is acting different from the 
crowd* Only you and I can stop this 
and take back our world* 

anti arky 

wmt. ra d lea Igtasgow.me.uk 


Unsolved crimes 

When the criminal (in)justice system 
released the Birmingham five (four), 
The Guildford four. The Aldershot 
pub bombers, and the M62 bomber, a 
central feature of all cases was again 
exposed. The unexplained explosive 
semtex regarded as a governmental 
explosive remained unexplained. The 
central question being that the prosecu¬ 
tion in none of the cases attempted to 
explain how the alleged offenders came 
into possession of the explosive. Indeed 
a claim that fertilizer explosives were 
used were attempted* The unanswered 
question is what anarchists call the 
semtex chain? In the Birmingham case 
an attempt was made to link explosive 
production to the wrongly convicted 
Maguire family. The non-explanation 
of the central semtex question and the 
unexplained chain remained a 
weakness in the prosecution which 
took over 20 years ro finally collapse 
the cases! For anarchists not primarily 
concerned with the wrongly convicted 
individuals and their compensation 
payment issues the unanswered 
semtex question remains the stale held 
smoking gun! The semtex smoking gun 
issue which some say fundamentally 
links the crimes to the so call secret 
services is then left unanswered and 
passed onto the next wave of terrorist 
activity so called and new scapegoats* 
For anarchists the semtex smoking 
gun remains the central question? 

With it being a govemmental high 
technology producr. 

CA 

' Disaster 
management 

page 4 

The rich who can afford that will 
get private 'fire-fighters’ - in uniform 
and in fire engines. They will arrive 
and spray their homes w'ith fire 
retardant. Some of such private ’fire¬ 
fighters’ even boasted to local press 
that they had (also) put out fires. It’s 
tempting to see this belief in being 
saved as a part of to the rapture 
theory, in which scheme the 
Tightcous’ will be plucked to safety, 
while the sinners literally bum. 

Similarly, daring recent hurricane 
seasons in Florida a new company 
called Helpjer announced itself with 
the slogan, ’Turn a disaster into a 
luxury vacation.’ TTiey run a charter 
air service along what is being called 
a ‘country club model’ where 
customers pay an annual, or one-off 


Hie AnarcMst 
Quiz Book 

Who said **/ shit on aft the revoiutionary vanguards of this f^ianet**? Itl-j 
Find out in the new Anarchist Quiz Book from Freedom Press, compHed 
by Martin Howard and itiustrated by Paui Petard* 

Some say that it should oof be the highest priority of a revolutionary 
moi«mei7f fo ask itself obscure questions, but its good fun and if It 
encourages an enquiring mind to find out more, than all the feeffer. / ^f# 

So agitate, educate and organise, alt in this very handy question ^ 

and answer formatt 

Gef your copy now for £5 (post free) by mall order from Freedom Prms, 

84b b^/i/fecfidpe/ High Street, London El 7QX (cheque/PO made our to 
freedom Press) or from iwiv.freedompress.org.uA 



membership, fee* If a hurricane 
threatens, they get an alert, tell 
Heipjet where they want to go and 
are picked up and taken there - as on 
holiday. 

Sovereign Deed (connected to the 
mercenary^ firm Triple Canopy) is 
bigger than Helpjer; it offers 
’comprehensive VIP disaster rescue’* 
They have recently announced plans 
to set up a fully privatised FEMA in 
Pellston, northern Michigan. Their 
website is full of the kind of scare 
stories about strikes, disease, greedy 
tbird-W'orlders anxious to get their 
hands on a slice of the American 
dream, terrorists and ’natural' 
calamities. For $50,000 {£26,000) 
membership and $15,000 (£8,000) 
annual fees, members have access to 
their stockpiled drugs, fuel, water; 
and - for an extra premium - a VIP 
rescue in the midst of some son of 
unnamed disaster. 

Then such systems as Firebreak 
(Firebreak Spray Systems), which 
operate in the wealthiest areas in the 
country, are aiming deliberately to 
drive up the lowest cost of insurance 
premiums - in order to ’inspire’ 
others to take out and pay for a 
greater degree of coverage. One result 
of this, of course, is that the majority 
of policy-holders struggle ro pay even 
for regular insurance because of the 
rising cost of premiums. Instead of 
directing people’s attentions to the 
ecological causes of the increased 
frequency' and severity of wildfires 
(climate change* etcj, they arc offering 
a stairway-to-hcaven for those who 
can afford it. 

Into the minds of many a poorly* 
informed onlooker will come of 
course the idea, “What’s wrong with 
someone who’s worked hard 
protecting their family?” But another, 
even readier, response is beginning to 
be heard in the media: that those who 
can’t afford combined protcaion, 
who were in fact the victims of such 
events as hurricane Katrina are in 
some way to blame and should be 
excluded... “It’s up to you to protect 
yourself* You can’t look to the 
government. Why don’t you learn to 
stand on your own two feet.” 

Louis Further 


Quiz answers 

1. Nowhere* In Jesus* words, it is "cosier 
for a camel ro pass through rhe eye of a 
needle than a rich man enter heaven”. 
Over the centuries, rich Christians have 
claimed chat this was about a gate in 
Jerusalem that required a camel to be 
unloaded before it could pass through. 
The truth is that there never was such a 
gate, (1 was an invention of the rich who 
didn't like to be told they weren't going 
to heaven. 

2. A movement of shack dwellers m South 
Africa who refuse to panicipate in party 
politics or any NGO style professional- 
isation or individualisation of struggle 
and instead seeks to build democratic 
people*s power where people live and, 
to a much lesser extent, where people 
work. 

3. Forensics* He developed the first 
saennfic system for the police to identify 
criminals, known as antbropomctncs. 
This was discredited in I9D3 after two 
different individuals were identified as 
the same man, 

4. The 25th December. Funny that, 
Mithxacism was one of the mam 
competitors to Christianity m the early 
centuries of the first nullentum. 
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Richard Alexander is impressed by the power of Horizontalism in 
Marina Sitrin's new work on Argentina 



T he events in Argentina on 
19th and 20th December 
2001, where miljjons of 
Argentine people took to 
the streets to protest against 
the economic crisis, 
reverberated around the 
world- The following weeks saw 
Presidents come and go, forced from 
office hy popular protest- 
Yet those protests vrere not the first 
autonomous protests - the p^quetcros 
of the unemployed workers movements 
had been protesting prior to that date, 
but it took the closure of access to 
peoples' savings to bring the rest of 
the country out as even the middle 
classes were forced to face the reality" 
of precarity in the globalised economy. 

Spurred on by the crisis many 
Argendnes declared their total 
rejection of the state and capital and 
Jbrrned autonomous organisations to 
both articulate their needs and set 
about meeting them without mediation 
and without intemal hi^archies. 
Traditionally one might have thou^t 
that people would join revolutionary 
organisations or unions to do this but 
rile trade unions were largely seen as 
parr of rhe system, part of the 
ptobkfn, and so ev^ in work places 
riiey were largely bypassed as workers 
facing unemployment by the closure of 
their factories, mcdicaJ dimes, print 
works and other workplaces^ occupied 
tijOT and attempted to run them under 
the control of general assemblies of all 
co nce r ned- 

In the communities riiere arose the 
spontaneous creatJOTi of neighbourhood 
assemblies;, which met on street comers, 
again without formal organisation or 
leaders but with a desire to met the 
pressing need for the means to survive 
in the midst of economic meltdowiL 
which to<^ the form of opening pu bhc 
kitchens, diild care, organic gardens 
and forms of working that enabled a 
direct tektkm between producer and 
consumer. 

Other groups sgu^ted empty buildings 
(even banks) to serve as community 
centres, where entertainments were 


provided alongside education and other 
useful services, or tried to reclaim land 
in the case of displaced native 
communities w-ould had been forced 
‘ off their lands So Big Business could 
! strip the land of an>Thmg profitable, 

^ Other forms of autonomous activism 
. were media collectives, including the 
Argentine indymedia. 

The book is composed of edited 
1 transcripts of interviews of 
participants in these collective organs 
of struggle, speaking for themselves 
(not as 'representatives' as they reject 
representation — induding the dectoral 
process )y with excerpts from the 
interview's arranged thematically 
around key topics, including "hori¬ 
zontalism', (i.e organising without 
hierarchy); ‘autogestion' (self- 
management): 'autonomy' (each 
organisation stands complete in itself, 
but they network on an equal basis 
and co-operate wherever possible); 
'creation' (the groups are focussed on 
providii^ the answers to their 
problems themselves, rather than 
' petitioning others); 'power' (moving 
from power-over to power to do); 
‘repression' (avoiding co-option or 
I forcible attacks on their independence): 
'women^ (Argentina was and 
very macho culture, so the fact that so 
many of these autonomous groups 
were set up by women is in itself a 
chall enge to machjsmo): 'protagonism' 
(which also deals with the changed 
way that people relate, behave, think 
etc as a result of their involvement in 
the 'movement of movements'). And 
finally 'dreams' (as Carina says, *It's 
funny, you know before I was 
dreaming only about the future, and 
now Tm dreaming in the present’^' - 
page 240), 

With a wide range of people 
interviewed one gets the feeling that 
the ideas are very widespread in 
Argentina, but due to the nature of the 
text (it does not set out to be an 
objective account of the whole 
situarion) it is difficult for the reader 
to know just how ‘representative" the 
people in the book are, or how 


widespread the occupations and 
assemblies were. In a way thou^, that 
doesn't matter because what is 
important about this book is the 
articulation of the ideas and in this 
respect it is a Joy to read. Although 
IVc managed a single quote (above) 
one ooaJd fill a review with quotes 
from this book, it is that inspirationaL 

Eagle-eyed readers may have noticed 
the use of the concept of 'the movement 
of movements' and it would be correct 
to say that this book gives credence to 
the notion of 'the Multitude' as 
expressed by authors such as Hardt 
and Negri and Paolo Vimo. There is a 
conscious effort not to coDapsc all 
activity and ideas into the stereotypical 
'class straggle' concepts, which is not 
to say that the activists neglect the 
critique of capital, tiiey do not, but there 
is no concept of class power, rather 
there are multiple sites of straggle, 
multiple forms of struggle, each with 
its own specificity; none of which can 
be sulKiumed into a singularity. 

On another level what shies through 


the contributions is the generosity of 
spirit, the emotional warmth, the 
tolerance for difference and the mutual 
respect shown by the participants- Quite 
e%'idcntly they have not been passive 
consumers of their own struggle, they 
have been totally absorbed by it, 
because they are in control of it. 

Another aspect that becomes 
apparent is the lack of an end-point 
for the straggle they ate involved in. 
There is little concern with the 
'revolution' as a final settling of 
accounts^ rather they are concerned 
with the process, 'the walk', the 
becoming. Many of the participants 
are looking towards a greater ability 
of rite various organisatioiW 
movetnenis to become more self- 
reliant (ie not dependent on the state 
or capital) without descending into 
some form of bippydom. 

However it is tcue that the more 
they can provide for their immediate 
material wants themselves the less 
power over them both capital and the 
state have, but no amount of self- 


reliance in itself prevents the State 
from attempting to crush the 
autonomous movements, but despite 
this they remain optimistic for the 
future. 

Once again AK Press should be 
congratulated at bringing to the public 
another well-produced book, one which 
1 have no re^rvations in saying is 
required reading for anyone interested 
not Just in events in Argentma, but in 
the ability of ordinary peof^e to organise 
their ovra lives^ to develop as human 
bcir^ in the process and to withstand 
attempts to force them to accept 
'business as usual’. 

It will also serve as a more 
empirically based look at the ideas 
around 'The Multitude' - airhou^ I 
suspect many anarchists will read 
much here that is di^inctly familTar^ 
even if it is dressed up in a new 
language, 

Haizofitsftsm: Vbfe^ of Puputar Pmtor m 
edited by Marina Sitrin, AK Press. 
£12.00 (UK) / $18.95 (US) 


BOOKS 


Attack Of the Utoskikatil# 


{ 


by Christopher Brookmyre 
Little Srawrx £11,99 
Are you mteiested in a fimtasy/thrilicr 
novel whidh explores the interactive 
arguments between rationalist and 
Wid-bastd systems, ^ving both a fair 
run far least at the begimung)? (Later; 
the author's stance wnerges, and there 
is a cbe before the book even starts: a 
dedkation to James Rahdi and 
EGchard DawJtins), so, this ntight be 
for you. 

Tbc pteteHse is that this guy from 
Ntpv C^foam, Gstbrid La%ecte, has 
stian^ thii^lMppen He 

cbinw nO 

h reinforced by hh sdf' 


public dispby^ with still no personal 
dfliins. The politics are to establish a 
Chair of 'Spiritual Science' at a 
Scottish university -- the chin end of 
die wedge for a raft of paranoiroaL 
mystical and tdigious beliefs- The 
campaign for 'InteHigent Design' 
comes to mind. 

This is balanced by valid critirisun of 
conveotional science, especially the 
tendency to stick within the current 
paradigms. Experimental des^ 
therefore tends to rcmforce this, 
withseketive attention to what you 
want to find and neglect of anomalous 
results. If you w«e a real scientist, , you 
would keep an open mind.about plxks 
at the bottom of the garden, 

Aloogtbc way, tiicre is an 
mftresdng esipiaj^ of the tricks o£ 
the What-tiicy^ll "hyotiV 


To say much more would give away 
a complex, twisrii^ plot, k takes time 
to build. It is worth sticking with it, 

UavhJ PeefS 

My First Time. A collection 
of first punk sliow stories 

by DuncaT. Criris 
AK Press, £11.00 (UK) 

This is a collection of 40 or so short 
pieces in which people describe their 
first live punk ^ow experrenct The 
pieces arc overwhdijungly Morth 
American in origin and predominantly 
pc^tive;. Most of the punks here went 
to their first gigs in the which 

means riiert’a only a couple relating to 
cither the first generation of US and 
british punks firom the mid 197ps, 
Many of the 

iidbems^vesLjip be outca^ 


thek own contemporaries and fomilies, 
and the punk scene provided them 
with a sense of bdongjug and 
communitj': Indeed some are still 
involved, whilst others have moved on 
and integrated chemsdves within the 
wider community What this book 
can't provide is the story for whom 
punk was not such a success story - 
thoise who didn't get out alive. 

The book is memorable for a i^oto 
of Ramsay Kas^^ (founder of AK 
Pres$) and his own punk band 
perfofoflii^ which is used to illustrate 
a piece written by his mother 
deseribh%how her'^f^ 
experience was, as a boitoter fo^^ her 
son!^ gig. Much of k thou^ is pretty 
cepetitfous and mvoly^/gettu^ wast^ 
(apart from tfiesiora^gj^^ 


people have nev^ heard of, iniaries 
received and then going to more 
to do the same. 

If rd have known that they were 
compiling such a volume I might have 
been persuaded to tell of my first punk 
gig at the Lyceum with the Angelic 
Upstarts, and the 5kids, But as^it was 
foijly uneventfuL so J doubt anyone 
would be intere^fod:. 'Albert Tatiock' 
anybody? 























A Sideways Look 

Seven and a quarter million families 
receive child benefit^ and all of us were 
on records lost in transit by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs. The 
records were burned onto a CD and it 
was lost in the internal post, en route 
to the National Audit Oitke. According 
to HMRC, a junior official broke all 
the rules by posring them. The records 
included details of all families in 
receipt of child benefit, including bank 
accounts. There was no encryption on 
the disks; the only form of security 
was password prorecdon. 

The Revenue and Cusroms were 
merged a couple of years ago and 
there have been big job cuts, as well as 
massive investment in failed computer 
systems. HMRC has had ten thousand 
redundancies since the merger. If 
youVe ever worked anywhere where 
there is constant change and the 
constant threat of redundancy, you’ll 
know ir rends to be quite a 
demoralising mqserience. While the full 
story of what happened at the 
Washington office near Newcasde has 
still to oome out, die tale of a harassed 
junior offidaJ cutting comers under 
pressure is plausible. Something that 
rings even more true is that the most 
sensitive dam was left in because it 
would have cost mote to leave it out! 
So, we have an TT company charging 
more for what ought to be a simpler 
operation, just to leave data our, 
coupled with management just nor 
rhmkip g ibings through* Why couldn’t 
rhis data have been encrypted and 
nansKired, securely^ decctonically? Or 
was it because of the auditors* 
pedantic insistence on a tangible copy, 
as if ir would have made any 
dif^ence/ 

Kor is it isolated - HMRC admitted 
rhgf there had been over 40 other 
ihens of d ata this yean If someone 
whiv maiioaus went, well* uiOte so 
"djannhe '^vdmment, gets holLd of Tins 
data, they wiJJ he able to do quite a 
irw things with it. After ail, NadonaJ 
Insurance numbers, bank account 
details, addresses and dates of birth 
are cnoi^ to steal an idendiy. 

The big positive ftom this is that it 
has driven a coach and horses through 
Labour's plans for idenriiy cards. Across 
the political ^giectrum, poHriemns have 
queued up tor an easy hk on the 
gpveuuncOT. If data that is held for 
Icgidmaa reasons (to pay people 
mo&eyl^an he lost like this, what 
about the hundreds of items of data 
the government is planning to hold in 
us national ID databases The sd^eme 
is already iinxed wkh the curse of big 
Spveinmcm IT pft^pcts. These m^adafaiy 
go massively over budget, and some' 
times even deliver working 
syst^ans. Ikxt at lease tbe eompgiues suho 
bcoe^ from such largeSSc are generous 
to ihc Labour farryl 
Brown and ocher Labour bigwigs 
have ctfiimcd that the ID card scheme 
is diftercoi, because it usc> buwnetric 
miormation (imgcrprlrits *tnd reema 
^cansh ^ team oi marhcmatidans 


earlier this year cracked the way that 
fingerprints are held on ID cards and 
used that to foot several fingerprint 
checking machines. But even if the 
biometrics worked the way the 
government and the producers of CSI 
Miami think, k wouldn’t have helped 
in rhis case. 

There is a ripping point with many 
campaigns, and I think we are about 
to reach it with ID cards. The minority 
who oppose it for political reasons are 
joined by many, many more who ate 
opposed for more practical reasons. In 
this case it will be because they don*t 
trust the government not to let theii 
details fall into the hands of spammers 
offering Viagra, or asking for their 
bank account details because they are 
the former director of a bank in 
Ouagadougou, or even worse 
criminals. On present form, they’re 
right. Perhaps ID cards will become 
Labour’s Poll Tax? 

Svartimsk 


Imagine if... 

Home Secretary Jacqui Smith was 
furious. Ultimately responsible for the 
introduction of ID cards from next 
year, her case was being hugely 
undennined by the government’s loss 
of 25 million peoples' personal details. 

Some naysayers had again starting 
bringing the cards up and tentatively 
suggesting chat perhaps, putting 
detailed knowledge of the personal 
lives of ^0 million people in one easily 
accessible database might not be 
entirely ckver. 

This of course missed the point 
entirely. They werenk talking about a 
mere 25 mdllion-person database here 
that was simple to just lose like that. 
The CD card database would include 
vast quantities of information stored 
on every living being in the UK, The 
sc^ and security measures would be 
completely different* 

Thousands of people would be logging 
into this database every day, with access 
to millions of files at a time vtith all the 
information they could ever need to 
track down whoever they wanted. 

Obviously, something on this scale 
wouldnk just get lost. 

Of course, some of the more cynical 
members of the public were pointing 
out that the system would not prevent 
Identity thieves, terrorists and fascists 
from taking jobs with access to the 
database and eidier copying or even 
potentially changing any information 
they wanted to. 

Any system made by people can be 
cracked by people, these cynics were 
saying. 

How CO get around this? Jacqui 
pondered. She clicked her fingers. Of 
course! S^d get Darling to say that 
'you can be surer of the identity of the 
person requesting the information* for 
^ U> cards> because iftose people will 
also be on the dambase! 

Fauldess* Ko^ne could possibly 
disagree with diat son of comprehensive 
dunking*,. 


We rob rich and ! 

we give to the poor. 
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whole West Bank be included in a 
future Palestinian stare. Kim Howells, 
the British minister for foreign and 
commonwealth affairs, has described 
settlement activity as an “obstacle to 
peace*’* 

The Anglo-Saxon real estate website 
was today listing 67 new build residential 
properties in Maale Adumim and six 
in Maccabim. That they are new 
properties is particularly significant 
because it indicates buyers would be 
contributing to expansion of the 
settlements* 

Maale Adumim forms part of the 
Israelis’ controversial El plan, which 
would see the building of thousands of 
housing units as well as industrial and 
tourism 3X>nes to connect the setdemenr 
with Jerusalem. 

The result would be to divide the 
West Bank, making travel between 
nonh and south more onerous and 
isolating east Jerusalem, according ro 
critics. 

Maale Adumim has around 30,000 
residents and is already one of the 
largest serdements in the West Bank. 
Israel wants to retain ir in any future 
peace agreement. 

In answer to a parliamentaty question 
in June, Howells said: “The UK 
consistently makes clear its view that 
secdemcnis are under 
law and that setdemenr activiiy is an 
obstacle to peace.” 

He added: *We are concerned by 
reports of Israeli constmerion work at 
El. TTie continuing process of 
^jabiisbing sccrfemenis is encircling 
east Jerusalem and breaking up 
Palesrinian territorial contiguity 
throughout the Wdsf Bank. 

“These practices fuel Palestinian 
angeq threaten io cut east JerusaJem 
off from the West Bank and under¬ 
mine the prospea for a viable 
Palestinian state," 


Listings 


2nd December 30th anniversary of 
Animal Aid’s Christmas Without 
Cruelty Faiq at Kensington Town Hall, 
Hornton Street, London, from lOam 
2nd December Public meeting to plan 
a response to the proposal to extend 
the current restrictions on demonstra¬ 
tions near Parliament to cover the whole 
country - Room Hi 02 at the London 
School of Economics, Connaught 
House, Houghton Street, London 
WC2A 2AE, from 2pm until 4pm, for 
more see srareofemergency.org.uk 
6tb December Booksale for Amnesty, 
all books £l, from Ham until 7pm at 
Conway Hah, 25 Red Lion Square, 
London WClR 4RL 
Sth December fiitemationaJ Day of 
Climate Protest, to demand that world 
leaders rake the urgent action we need 
to prevent the catastrophic destabilisa¬ 
tion of our global climate: Cli7?i££t& 
Change Bike Ride assembles at south 
side of Lincoln*s Inn Fields, London, at 
1 Oam to arrive in Parliament Square at 

I pm to join the National Climate 
March [assemble at Millbank, 12 noon 
CO arrive Parliament Square 1pm) for 
the main march to a 2*30pm rally at 
the US Embassy in Grosvenor Square, 
see canipaigncc.org 

lOtb December Book launch of 
Anarchist Past and other essays by 
Nicoks Walter at Housmans Bookshop, 
5 Caledonian Road, London, from 7pm 
to S30pm, contact info^vel^ves* 
co.uk or 0115 96^3597 
lOih December Demo against repre^on 
of Zapatista communities in Chiapas, 
Mexico - bring things to make a noise 
at 1pm outside the Mexican Embassy, 
16 George Street, London WlS ILX, 
see hitpi//ulc£apatista!s.wordpress,com/ 

II th December Save Titnore Woods, 
protest outside South Downs National 
Park pre-inquiry meeting. Hove Town 
Haik Norton Road, Hove at Ipm* 
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12th December Black Flag launch 
meeting, to mark the re-launch of Black 
Flag magazine, at Housmans Bookshop, 
5 Caledonian Road, London at 630pm 
- there will be a brief introduction of the 
history of the black fiag, the magazine 
and the anarchist symbol itself, followed 
by discussion 

15 ch December Worldfah, London’s 
liveliest ethical market, wiU be at 
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
London WCl from Ham until 6pm, 
see worldiainorg.uk for more 
15th December March and demo 
against Sequani in Ledbury - Seqnani 
{used to be called Toxicol) are a 
contract testing lab in Lebury who test 
aJJ sorts of propers on animaZs - rnecr 
12 noon at Ledbury rraih 3>tation car 
park, see aniinaltiberanon.co.uk 
19 t!i December South London SolFed 
film night presents Pan's Labyrmth^ a 
gothic fairy tale set after the Spanish 
revolution, 7.30pin at Cafe Crema, 

306 New Cross Road, London SEX4, 

£4 includes delicious veggie meal 
22nd December Grand Anarchist 
Winter Solstice Party from 2pm at 
Freedom, S4b Whitechapel High 
Street, Loudon El 
16th January South London SolFed 
film night presents Deid/’s Backbone^ 
7,30pm at Cake Ctema, 306 New 
Cross Road, London SE14, £4 
include delicious veggie meal 

The quiz 

1. Where in Jerusalem is the gate 
calkd the 'Eye of the Needle’ 
mentioned in the Bible? 

2. Whac is Abahlali baseMjondolo? 

3* What did Alphonse Bertillon 

pioneer? 

4. What was the date of birth of the 
Persian Sun god Mithras? 
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